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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

2022-63/3-9
1881898

To:

Textron Aviation, FAA (AFS-100)

Info: FAA (AVP-1, AVP-200, AFS-260, AFS-800, AFS-200, MKC-AEG, ANM-100), AMFA,

AOPA, ASAP, ATSG, GAMA, IAM, IBT, ICASS, NBAA, NTSB, PAMA, TWU
From: Becky L. Hooey, Director

NASA Aviation Safety Reporting System
Re:

Beechcraft Premier Jet Fuel Tank Anomaly

We recently received ASRS reports describing a safety concern that may involve your area of
operational responsibility. We do not have sufficient details to assess either the factual accuracy or
possible gravity of the report. It is our policy to relay the reported information to the appropriate
authority for evaluation and any necessary follow-up. We feel you should be aware of the enclosed
deidentified report.

To properly assess the usefulness of our alert message service, we would appreciate it if
you would take the time to give us your feedback on the value of the information that we
have provided. Please contact Dr. Becky Hooey at (408) 541-2854 or email at
becky.l.hooey@nasa.gov.

Aviation Safety Reporting System
P.O. Box 189 | Moffett Field, CA | 94035-0189

ACN 1881898
DATE / TIME
Date of Occurrence
Local Time Of Day
PLACE
Locale
State
ENVIRONMENT
Flight Conditions
AIRCRAFT / EQUIPMENT X
Make Model Name
Operating Under FAR Part
COMPONENT 1
Aircraft Component
PERSON 1
Function ‐ Flight Crew
Function ‐ Flight Crew
ASRS Report Number
EVENTS
Anomaly
Anomaly
Anomaly
Anomaly
Anomaly
Anomaly
Detector ‐ Person
Result ‐ Flight Crew
NARRATIVE 1

202203
0601 to 1200
ZZZ.Tower
US
VMC
Premier 1
91
Fuel Line, Fittings, & Connectors
Pilot Flying
Single Pilot
1881898
Aircraft Equipment Problem ‐ Critical
Deviation / Discrepancy ‐ Procedural ‐ FAR
Deviation / Discrepancy ‐ Procedural ‐ Published
Material / Policy
Ground Event / Encounter ‐ Fuel Issue
Inflight Event / Encounter ‐ Fuel Issue
Inflight Event / Encounter ‐ Loss Of Aircraft Control
Flight Crew
Regained Aircraft Control

Upon arrival to the aircraft I was told the aircraft was topped off with fuel. I even asked twice if they indeed
topped it off with a yes answer each time. I hooked up the battery, checked the oil, went into the cockpit and
turned on the battery master to get the air conditioning running and noticed a significant indicated fuel
imbalance, not being too concerned at the time because the Premier has a known issue with faulty gauges. I
went out to the fuel tanks and verified that there was fuel noticeable in the fuel tanks. I did see fuel up to the
neck in both tanks and in the cup. I continued with preflight preparations and decided to look one more time
because I felt another look was warranted because of the significant indicated imbalance issue [and] this time
the owner was present for the inspection.
I removed the suspect fuel cap (left side) and saw fuel in the cup and up to the neck. I thought nothing more of
the issue because I have personally seen issues with the premier fuel gauges in the past and I did see fuel up
to the neck. I didn't feel pushing the flapper inside the tank was necessary because a long time FBO employee
assured me it was topped off and being dressed to fly I didn't feel the necessity to put my hand in jet fuel
because there was fuel present on both the wing and the ground accepting it was indeed full. I continued with
the flight accepting it was a faulty gauge. I got cleared for takeoff from Runway XXR and immediately after

takeoff the aircraft was uncontrollable using normal control inputs. Using differential thrust and speed I was
barely able to keep the aircraft flying.
I requested a return to the field not knowing at the time why the aircraft was rolling to the right so violently. I
successfully managed to get the aircraft back to Runway XXR using all means necessary without incident. I
suspected a floating spoiler or flap asymmetry. Upon further investigation and after pushing the left hand fuel
flap down I suspected a fuel problem. I called the fuel truck back over and had them top off the aircraft
keeping note of how much went in each tank. 11 gallons went into the right and 189 gallons into the left. I had
almost 1300lbs fuel imbalance. The cause of the incident was a SIGNIFICANT fuel imbalance caused by the
fuelers. The take away from all this is push the flap down inside the fuel tank and make sure it wasn't a false
fill. This incident could have ended a lot worse. The Tower was a huge asset in this event. After talking with the
fueler I was told he fueled the left hand fuel tank and fuel was spilled running over the wing and onto the
ground leading the fueler to believe the tank was indeed full. IT WAS NOT! great care and patience are needed
when fueling a Premier jet.
SYNOPSIS
Pilot of a Beechcraft Premier jet reported loss of directional control after takeoff. After regaining control and
returning to the airport, a fuel imbalance of about 1300 pounds between the main fuel tanks was discovered.

