11/27/2024 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 2024-214/11-31
2177898
To Airport Manager, Honolulu Intl, (HNL), HI, FAA (AAS-1)

Info:  FAA (AAS-300, AVP-1, AVP-200, AJI-144, AWP-600, AFS-260, AFS-200, Director of Air
Traffic Operations WSA, Runway Safety Team), A4A, AAAE, ALPA, AOPA, APA, ASAP,
CAPA, ATSAP, ATSG, ICAO, ICASS, IPA, NATCA, NBAA, NTSB, RAA

From: Becky L. Hooey, Director
NASA Aviation Safety Reporting System

Re: HNL Taxiway NOTAM Confusion

We recently received ASRS reports describing a safety concern that may involve your area of
operational responsibility. We do not have sufficient details to assess either the factual accuracy or
possible gravity of the report. It is our policy to relay the reported information to the appropriate
authority for evaluation and any necessary follow-up. We feel you should be aware of the enclosed
deidentified report.

To properly assess the usefulness of our alert message service, we would appreciate it if
you would take the time to give us your feedback on the value of the information that we
have provided. Please contact Dr. Becky Hooey at (408) 541-2854 or email at
becky.l.hooey@nasa.gov.

Aviation Safety Reporting System
P.O. Box 189 | Moffett Field, CA | 94035-0189




ACN 2177898

DATE / TIME

Date of Occurrence 202410

Local Time Of Day 1801 to 2400

PLACE

Locale HNL.Airport

State HI

Altitude - AGL 0

AIRCRAFT / EQUIPMENT X

ATC / Advisory - Ground HNL

Make Model Name Widebody Transport

Operating Under FAR Part 121

PERSON 1

Function - Flight Crew Captain

Function - Flight Crew Pilot Flying

ASRS Report Number 2177898

EVENTS

Anomaly ATC Issue - All Types

Anomaly Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural - FAR

Anomaly Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural - Published
Material / Policy

Anomaly Ground Incursion - Ramp

Anomaly Ground Incursion - Taxiway

Anomaly Ground Event / Encounter - Other / Unknown

Detector - Automation Air Traffic Control

Detector - Person Air Traffic Control

Result - Flight Crew Requested ATC Assistance / Clarification

Result - Air Traffic Control Provided Assistance

NARRATIVE 1

We were cleared to taxi by Ramp Control from our parking via Taxiway V to hold short A, and contact HNL
Tower 118.1. Tower and Ground were combined on 118.1. Immediately after contacting Tower and saying we
were on V to hold short A, Tower said Hold position and who told us to taxi on V. | replied ramp said to taxi V
to hold short A. Tower stated hold position he would call them and that we may need to be towed back to
ramp because A is notamed closed. After a while Tower called back and said they are working to get
clarification. | said OK, | believe per notam that we would be able to taxi on A to J for the right turn on J. He
said A was notamed closed. We continued to hold position. Meanwhile we saw lots of airport vehicles come
lights all flashing looking at situation. They got all the work vehicles and barriers moved clear of what you will
see highlighted in red on airport diagram. Then Tower told us to taxi V, A to cross 8L to J to hold short 8R. And
that is when it became clear that there was confusion as to what part of A was closed in the notam and the
other closures of T. And the way we as a crew interpreted the closure was what is highlighted RED, but we
were seeing while waiting that since A split at V where we were coming to the right for the closure and could
have gone straight passing A4 and A3 and then a right turn from A onto J to then hold short 8L. Versus what
Tower was interpreting V, A, cross 8L to J, (which this required all the construction equipment to be moved).
Once all clear and double checking clearing to taxi and how were would proceed to comply we taxied and no
issue.



Cause: We think the confusion comes from the fact that A Taxiway makes a split/turn right at V. And that the
NOTAM could be clearer if stated A closed at Taxiway T south to J.

Also not able to really ask any questions because Tower was busy with inbound and outbound traffic and
taxiing aircraft and doing such would have taken to much radio time he needed to work traffic.

Suggestions: The NOTAM could be clearer if Taxiway A make the split/turn by saying A closed from T south to
J.

Or renaming the A part after the turn to something else.

SYNOPSIS

Air carrier Captain reported confusion over NOTAM clarity and an ATC clearance resulted in an incursion to a
closed taxiway at HNL.





