7/17/2025 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 2025-170/5-55
To:  Airport Manager, Ronald Reagan Washington National (DCA), VA, 2244319
FAA (AEA-600)
Info:  FAA (AAS-1, AAS-300, AVP-1, AVP-200, AJV-A, AFS-260, AFS-200, ATM DCA
Tower, Director of Air Traffic Operations ESA North, Runway Safety Team), A4A,

AAAE, ALPA, AOPA, APA, ASAP, CAPA, ATSAP, ATSG, IATA, IBT, ICAQ, ICASS,
IFALPA, IPA, NATCA, NBAA, NTSB, RAA, SWAPA, Jeppesen Sanderson Inc.

From: Becky L. Hooey, Director
NASA Aviation Safety Reporting System

Re: DCA Taxiway Signage

We recently received ASRS reports describing a safety concern that may involve your area of
operational responsibility. We do not have sufficient details to assess either the factual accuracy or
possible gravity of the report. It is our policy to relay the reported information to the appropriate
authority for evaluation and any necessary follow-up. We feel you should be aware of the enclosed
deidentified report.

To properly assess the usefulness of our alert message service, we would appreciate it if
you would take the time to give us your feedback on the value of the information that we
have provided. Please contact Dr. Becky Hooey at (408) 541-2854 or email at
becky.l.hooey@nasa.gov.

Aviation Safety Reporting System
P.O. Box 189 | Moffett Field, CA | 94035-0189




ACN 2244319

DATE / TIME

Date of Occurrence 202505

Local Time Of Day 0001 to 0600

PLACE

Locale DCA.Airport

State DC

Altitude - AGL 0

AIRCRAFT / EQUIPMENT X

ATC / Advisory - Ground DCA

Make Model Name Commercial Fixed Wing

Operating Under FAR Part 121

PERSON 1

Function - Flight Crew First Officer

Function - Flight Crew Pilot Not Flying

ASRS Report Number 2244319

EVENTS

Anomaly Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural - Clearance
Anomaly Ground Incursion - Taxiway

Anomaly Ground Event / Encounter - Ground Equipment Issue
Anomaly Ground Event / Encounter - Object
Detector - Person Flight Crew

Detector - Person Ground Personnel

Result - Flight Crew Requested ATC Assistance / Clarification
NARRATIVE 1

After excessive delays throughout the day (which caused us to nearly time out on our next leg by 4 minutes
after our duty extension), the Captain made a normal landing from the River Visual 19 approach into DCA
around XA:00am. While decelerating on Runway 19, tower instructed advised that our gate was occupied and
to turn onto Runway 22 then A and hold on B. The Captain began left turn onto Runway 22 (he later said was
because Runway 22 begins to the left and ATC never said which direction the turn onto the runway was to be
made). | immediately told the Captain we needed to turn right onto the runway (toward taxiways A and B) and
he began to turn right after a 45 degree turn to the left had been made. As we were coming back to the right
Tower asked us where we were going and | told him we were correcting and taxiing A to hold on B. Then as we
were taxiing on Runway 22 toward A, the Captain began to turn right toward C. Then taxi direction signs at the
angle they are positioned did make C look like it was A at night. Before fully entering C, | noticed small cones
blocking taxiway C and advised the Captain to be careful with the cones. We realized this was Taxiway C and
began a left turn back onto the not in use Runway 22. Then the Captain turned right on A and we held on B
until cleared to our gate.

It had been pointed out to me on a previous trip how the taxi signs for crossing Runway 22 are easily
mistakable based on the roughly 45 degree angle with the runway. | believe this, combined with possible
fatigue from our long day were contributing factors (even in ZZZ we were roughly 3 hours behind schedule
with weather delays and after preflighting for this flight were told we needed to change planes and quickly
started over at a new gate).



SYNOPSIS

Air carrier First Officer reported confusion of ATC clearance at DCA and the taxi direction sign position resulted
in wrong turns and taxiway incursion.



