11/5/2025 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 2025-275/8-29
To: Airport Manager, Ronald Reagan Washington National (DCA), VA, FAA 2287822
(AEA-600)

Info: FAA (AAS-1, AAS-300, AVP-1, AVP-200, AJV-A, AFS-260, AFS-200, ATM DCA Tower,
Director of Air Traffic Operations ESA North, Runway Safety Team), A4A, AAAE, ALPA,
AOPA, APA, ASAP, CAPA, ATSAP, ATSG, IATA, IBT, ICAO, ICASS, IFALPA, IPA,
NATCA, NBAA, NTSB, RAA, SWAPA, Jeppesen Sanderson Inc.

From: Becky L. Hooey, Director
NASA Aviation Safety Reporting System

Re:  DCA Approach Light Procedures

We recently received ASRS reports describing a safety concern that may involve your area of
operational responsibility. We do not have sufficient details to assess either the factual accuracy or
possible gravity of the report. It is our policy to relay the reported information to the appropriate
authority for evaluation and any necessary follow-up. We feel you should be aware of the enclosed
deidentified report.

To properly assess the usefulness of our alert message service, we would appreciate it if
you would take the time to give us your feedback on the value of the information that we
have provided. Please contact Dr. Becky Hooey at (408) 541-2854 or email at
becky.l.hooey@nasa.gov.

Aviation Safety Reporting System
P.O. Box 189 | Moffett Field, CA | 94035-0189




ACN 2287822

DATE / TIME

Date of Occurrence 202509

Local Time Of Day 1801 to 2400
PLACE

Locale DCA.Airport
State DC

Altitude - AGL 1000
ENVIRONMENT

Flight Conditions VMC
AIRCRAFT / EQUIPMENT X

ATC / Advisory - Tower DCA

Make Model Name Commercial Fixed Wing
Operating Under FAR Part 121

PERSON 1

Function - Flight Crew Captain
Function - Flight Crew Pilot Not Flying
ASRS Report Number 2287822

PERSON 2
Function - Flight Crew

Function - Flight Crew
ASRS Report Number

First Officer
Pilot Flying
2289472

EVENTS

Anomaly

Anomaly

Anomaly

Anomaly

Detector - Person

Result - Flight Crew
Result - Air Traffic Control

Deviation - Altitude - Overshoot

Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural - Clearance
Ground Event / Encounter - Ground Equipment Issue
Inflight Event / Encounter - CFTT / CFIT

Flight Crew

Became Reoriented

Issued Advisory / Alert

NARRATIVE 1

On short final to Runway 19, on the River Visual Approach, backed up by the RNAV (GPS), | was pilot
monitoring. After completing configuration and landing checklist, | looked up to check the VASI indication.
What | saw were four, bright white lights and also the lights for Runway 15 which were all on full bright. What
confused me was that | could not see any other VASI that should have been the offset VASI for 19. Confused
by not seeing any other VASI, and aware we were very close to the final turn, | instinctively called out to the

PF, “You’re high.”

In response, he immediately started a downward ‘correction,’” but then hesitated and said something to the
effect “that can’t be right,” at which point, | looked down at the VNAV glidepath and saw that it was quickly
trending low. As | looked back up to again check the VASI, | now finally made out the actual, much dimmer,
offset VASI for 19 which showed three red and one white. Immediately after this, the Tower called with a low
altitude alert. However, the PF had already started to correct back to the correct glidepath and accordingly, no



further action was warranted since we [were] completely VMC, over the river, with all potential obstacles well
in sight and clear.

In debrief, we both expressed surprise that a VASI indication of three red and a white would have set off a low
altitude alert.

Cause: Runway 15 lights were on full bright, even though that runway was not in use, at least not for landing,
whereas the lights for the active Runway 19, were dimmed to the point that they were being overpowered by
the much brighter lights of the inactive runway. Contributing factors was the high-workload environment on
short final for the River Visual Approach at night.

Suggestions: If a runway is not in use, particularly when it’s close in angle to the actual, active runway, its
lights should, at the very least, not be any brighter than those of the active runway! Even though 15 may have
been in use for takeoff, that should not require the lights be full bright, far from it!

NARRATIVE 2

On short final to Runway 19, on the River Visual Approach, backed up by the RNAV (GPS), | was pilot flying.
After completing configuration and landing checklist, | looked up to check the VASI indication. What | saw
were four, bright white lights and also the lights for Runway 15 which were all on full bright. What confused
me was that | could not see any other VASI that should have been the offset VASI for 19. Confused by not
seeing any other VASI, and aware we were very close to the final turn, | heard the call from the PM, “You're
high.”

In response, | immediately started a downward ‘correction,” but | hesitated and said to the effect “that can’t
be right,” at which point, he looked down at the VNAV glidepath and saw that it was quickly trending low.
Then going back to looking towards the actual, much dimmer, offset VASI for 19 which showed three red and
one white. Immediately after this, the Tower called with a low altitude alert. However, | (PF) had already
started to correct back to the correct glidepath, and accordingly, no further action was warranted, since we
were completely VMC, over the river, with all potential obstacles well in sight and clear. In debrief, we both
expressed surprise that a VASI indication of three red and a white would have set off a low altitude alert.

Cause: Runway 15 lights were on full bright, even though that runway was not in use, at least not for landing,
whereas the lights for the active Runway 19 were dimmed to the point that they were being overpowered by
the much brighter lights of the inactive runway. Contributing factor was the high-workload environment on

short final for the River Visual Approach at night. The river not being lit up and able to be seen more at night.

Suggestions: If a runway is not in use, particularly when it’s close in angle to the actual, active runway, its
lights should at the very least, not be any brighter than those of the active runway. Even though 15 may have
been in use for takeoff, that should not require the lights be full bright, far from it! Make it RNAV only at night
or allow the river to be lit up like a path to follow so you’re not fighting to find the river and fly the airplane in
a highly [congested] area.



SYNOPSIS

Air carrier flight crew reported the lights at DCA’s Runway 15 were too bright, causing distractions on
approach to Runway 19.



