
2297819

ALERT
BULLETIN

TO: Airport Manager, St Pete-Clearwater Int'l Airport (PIE), FL., FAA (ATM TPA 
TRACON, ATM PIE Tower)
FAA (AVP-1, AVP-200, ASO-600, AFS-260, AFS-200, AAS-1, AAS-300, Director 
of Air Traffic Operations ESA South), A4A, ALPA, AOPA, APA, ASAP, CAPA, 
ATSAP, ATSG, IATA, ICAO, ICASS, IFALPA, IPA, NATCA, NBAA, NTSB, RAA, 
SWAPA

FROM: Becky L. Hooey, Director
NASA Aviation Safety Reporting System

PIE ATC ProceduresSUBJ:

Aviation Safety Reporting System
P.O. Box 189  |  Moffett Field, CA  |  94035-0189

To properly assess the usefulness of our alert message service, we would appreciate it if you would
take the time to give us your feedback on the value of the information that we have provided.  Please
contact Dr. Becky Hooey at (408) 541-2854 or email at
becky.l.hooey@nasa.gov.

INFO:

12/9/2025

We recently received ASRS reports describing a safety concern that may involve your area of operational
responsibility. We do not have sufficient details to assess either the factual accuracy or possible gravity of the
report. It is our policy to relay the reported information to the appropriate authority for evaluation and any
necessary follow-up. We feel you should be aware of the following:

AB 2025:27/8-5

ASRS received a report from an air carrier pilot describing an airborne conflict on
approach to PIE with a VFR aircraft practicing aerobatic maneuvers. Reporter
expressed concern with ATC operations and procedures at PIE, stating that the
current arrival procedures for Runway 36 are "a recipe for disaster."



ACN 2297819 

 DATE / TIME 

Date of Occurrence  202510 
Local Time Of Day No Local Time Of Day Stated 

 PLACE 

Locale  PIE.Airport 
State  FL 

 AIRCRAFT / EQUIPMENT X 

ATC / Advisory - TRACON  TPA 
Make Model Name  Commercial Fixed Wing 
Operating Under FAR Part  121 

 AIRCRAFT / EQUIPMENT Y 

Make Model Name  Any Unknown or Unlisted Aircraft Manufacturer 
Operating Under FAR Part  91 

 PERSON 1 

Function - Flight Crew  First Officer 
ASRS Report Number  2297819 

 EVENTS 

Anomaly Conflict -  Airborne Conflict 
Anomaly Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural -  Published 

Material / Policy 
Detector - Automation  Aircraft RA 
Detector - Automation  Aircraft TA 
Detector - Person  Flight Crew 
Result - Flight Crew  FLC Complied w / Automation / Advisory 
Result - Flight Crew  Requested ATC Assistance / Clarification 
Result - Flight Crew  Took Evasive Action 

 NARRATIVE 1 

On our arrival into PIE, we received an RA on our extended base leg for runway 36. The RA was a reversal, we 
were initially instructed to climb and then shortly after descend with a clear of conflict notice maybe 5 
seconds later. We were not issued a traffic call from ATC. I noticed when the controller gave us the base leg 
heading that there was traffic about 5 nm ahead of us that was cutting in and out on the ND. It initially 
appeared as an aircraft climbing rapidly and disappeared from our screen due to being out of conflict range. 
When we were closer they appeared on our screen again, I told the Captain we needed a left turn immediately 
or we will get an RA as it looked like they weren't moving left or right. My initial thought was a helicopter. I 
saw the plane, they were doing spins over the coast and in a spin at 12 o'clock as ATC approved the left turn to 
avoid them. We received the first climb instruction when we were in the left turn and I responded accordingly. 
When the pilot monitoring told ATC 'responding to an RA', the controller responded with 'Well he wasn't there 
when I issued the turn'. It also seemed that the controller was dealing with a possible emergency as there was 
a twin aircraft on frequency who couldn't get their second engine started. Because of this it seemed the 
controller slowed us down to 190 kts farther out than normal.  In my opinion this was a close call due to the 
fact that the airplane was doing aerobatic maneuvers. If the turn wasn’t issued I’m not sure the RA would have 
successfully avoided a collision. 

 



I believe there needs to be a notice sent to Albert Witted airfield that airplanes doing maneuvers over the 
coast in the arrival area of PIE and SRQ need to be talking to approach control for flight following. This could 
have easily been avoided if they were on frequency. ATC also needs to keep commercial aircraft going into PIE 
in controlled airspace at all times below 6,000 feet. The current arrival procedures into PIE specifically Runway 
36 are a recipe for a disaster. 

 SYNOPSIS 

Air carrier pilot reported receiving a TCAS RA while on base leg to PIE which required evasive action to avoid a 
VFR aircraft not in contact with ATC maneuvering in their path. Reporter expressed concern with ATC 
operational procedures at PIE. 

 


