
3/16/2026 2026-90/8-9
2323877Airport Manager, Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD), VA,

FAA (ATM PCT TRACON, AAS-1), Jeppesen Sanderson Inc.

IAD CAVLR6 Arrival ConcernsRe:

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

We recently received ASRS reports describing a safety concern that may involve your area of
operational responsibility. We do not have sufficient details to assess either the factual accuracy or
possible gravity of the report. It is our policy to relay the reported information to the appropriate
authority for evaluation and any necessary follow-up. We feel you should be aware of the enclosed
deidentified report.

Aviation Safety Reporting System
P.O. Box 189  |  Moffett Field, CA  |  94035-0189

To properly assess the usefulness of our alert message service, we would appreciate it if
you would  take the time to give us your feedback on the value of the information that we
have provided.  Please contact Dr. Becky Hooey at (408) 541-2854 or email at
becky.l.hooey@nasa.gov.

FAA (Director of Air Traffic Operations ESA North, AJV-A, AEA-600, AAS-300, 
AVP-1, AVP-200, AFS-260, AFS-200, Runway Safety Team), A4A, AAAE, ALPA, 
AOPA, APA, ASAP, ATSAP, ATSG, CAPA, IATA, ICASS, IFALPA, IPA, NATCA, 
NBAA, NTSB, RAA, SWAPA

Becky L. Hooey, Director
NASA Aviation Safety Reporting System

To:

Info:

From:



ACN 2323877 

 DATE / TIME 

Date of Occurrence  202601 
Local Time Of Day  1801 to 2400 

 PLACE 

Locale  ZDC.ARTCC 
State  VA 
Altitude - MSL  22000 

 ENVIRONMENT 

Flight Conditions  VMC 

 AIRCRAFT / EQUIPMENT X 

ATC / Advisory - Center  ZDC 
Make Model Name  B737 Undifferentiated or Other Model 
Operating Under FAR Part  121 

 COMPONENT 1 

Aircraft Component  FMS/FMC 

 PERSON 1 

Function - Flight Crew  Captain 
Function - Flight Crew  Pilot Flying 
ASRS Report Number  2323877 

 EVENTS 

Anomaly Aircraft Equipment Problem -  Less Severe 
Anomaly Deviation - Altitude -  Crossing Restriction Not Met 
Anomaly Deviation - Altitude -  Excursion From Assigned Altitude 
Anomaly Deviation - Altitude -  Overshoot 
Anomaly Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural -  Clearance 
Anomaly Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural -  Published 

Material / Policy 
Detector - Person  Flight Crew 
Result - Flight Crew  FLC Overrode Automation 
Result - Flight Crew  Returned To Clearance 

 NARRATIVE 1 

We were level at FL220, and were given a descend via the CAVLR6, landing south. Autopilot was ON, 
autothrottles engaged, LNAV and VNAV PATH were engaged, and 4,000 feet was set in the altitude window. 
Approximately 1.7 miles prior to PERKN, the throttles reduced to idle, and the airplane started to pitch down 
to start the descent. I clicked off the autopilot as quick as I could, but we had descended to around FL21.7. I 
pitched up and climbed back up to FL220, and we crossed PERKN at approximately FL220. As we crossed 
PERKN, we dropped into VNAV SPD, because the airplane thought it was too high for the next crossing 
restriction, which is an altitude window to cross KHOOD between FL220 – 14,000 feet. As we crossed over 
PERKN, and we were in a more steep descent than usual to get back to the path, I reengaged the autopilot and 
deployed the speed brakes. We eventually got back to the VNAV PATH, but then as we got to MEEGO, with the 
autopilot ON and in VNAV PATH, the airplane also descended through the 11,000 feet crossing restriction at 
MEEGO; this is the first time I have had an airplane bust the crossing restriction at MEEGO too. Again, I clicked 
off the autopilot and slowed the rate of descent. I then reengaged the autopilot, and we made the speed and 
crossing restriction at CAVLR. I have had numerous airplanes bust the altitude at PERKN, but not MEEGO, until 



today. Today we had about a 70-kt. tailwind at PERKN, which is actually not too strong. I understand the FMC 
is a tool for us to use and that we still have to monitor the aircraft performance, but I have not seen altitude 
busts on a continuous basis more than I do at PERKN. I guess this is my little topic to investigate to see if we 
can get this resolved somehow. 

 

Again, my theory is that this STAR is just built too steep for the 737, and/or the FMC is looking at crossing 
KHOOD at 14,000 feet instead of a higher altitude within the window of FL220 – 14,000 feet. If the FMC looks 
at crossing KHOOD around 18,000 – FL200, then I don’t think it would have such a steep descent after PERKN, 
and therefore not think that it has to start down prior to PERKN. Again, I am very familiar with this STAR. 

 

These two altitude busts were not done intentionally and I am hoping to bring this to the correct person’s 
attention to see if there can be a fix for this STAR. I have filed numerous reports for this situation where, even 
though the FMC is programmed correctly, the autopilot is ON, autopilot engaged, in LNAV and VNAV PATH, 
the airplane still starts down prior to PERKN, or if already in the descent, it does not cross PERKN at the 
published FL220. 

 SYNOPSIS 

B737 Captain reported being high on the crossing restriction at PERKN and MEEGO while on the CAVLR6 STAR 
into IAD and believes the STAR may be built too steep for the aircraft. 

 


