2/3/2026 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 2026-44/5-18

To: Airport Manager, Philadelphia Int'l (PHL), PA., FAA (AEA-600) 2305042
Info:  FAA (Director of Air Traffic Operations ESA North, AVP-1, AVP-200, ATM PHL
Tower, AJV-A, AAS-300, AFS-260, AFS-200, Runway Safety Team), A4A, ALPA,

IFALPA, APA, ASAP, ATSAP, ATSG, IATA, CAPA, ICASS, ICAOQ, IPA, NTSB, RAA,
SWAPA, Jeppesen Sanderson Inc.

From: Becky L. Hooey, Director
NASA Aviation Safety Reporting System

Re:  PHL Taxiway Lighting

We recently received ASRS reports describing a safety concern that may involve your area of
operational responsibility. We do not have sufficient details to assess either the factual accuracy or
possible gravity of the report. It is our policy to relay the reported information to the appropriate
authority for evaluation and any necessary follow-up. We feel you should be aware of the enclosed
deidentified report.

To properly assess the usefulness of our alert message service, we would appreciate it if
you would take the time to give us your feedback on the value of the information that we
have provided. Please contact Dr. Becky Hooey at (408) 541-2854 or email at
becky.l.hooey@nasa.gov.

Aviation Safety Reporting System
P.O. Box 189 | Moffett Field, CA | 94035-0189




ACN 2305042

DATE / TIME

Date of Occurrence
Local Time Of Day

202511
No Local Time Of Day Stated

PLACE

Locale PHL.Airport
State PA

Altitude - AGL 0
ENVIRONMENT

Flight Conditions IMC

Weather Rain

Weather Thunderstorm
AIRCRAFT / EQUIPMENT X

ATC / Advisory - Ground PHL

Make Model Name Commercial Fixed Wing
Operating Under FAR Part 121

PERSON 1
Function - Flight Crew

Function - Flight Crew
ASRS Report Number

First Officer
Pilot Not Flying
2305042

EVENTS

Anomaly
Anomaly
Anomaly

Anomaly

Anomaly

Detector - Person
Result - Flight Crew
Result - Flight Crew

ATC Issue - All Types

Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural - Clearance
Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural - Published
Material / Policy

Ground Event / Encounter - Other / Unknown

No Specific Anomaly Occurred - Unwanted Situation
Flight Crew

Became Reoriented

Took Evasive Action

NARRATIVE 1

| was the PM and the CA was PF. We were landing late at night in PHL on runway 27R, with moderate rain,
shortly after thunderstorms in the area. We had briefed exiting the runway at K5 and taxiing eastbound on
taxiway Kilo to our gate. The landing was uneventful, and we began to exit the runway on K5 as briefed. The
K5 taxiway exit on 27R (as well as K4) is very confusing unless you recognize and brief it beforehand. The high
speed taxiway splits shortly after departing the runway, with the west K5 going straight ahead and the east K5
splitting into a 180 degree turn to join K eastbound. Between these two K5 taxiways is an unlit paved area
with signage that is not illuminated from the runway side, nor are there taxiway edge lights. This is only
discernible on the 10-9 pages or the AMM (Airport Moving Map). The high speed K5 taxi line/lead off lights
intersect the K taxiway at a 90 degree angle and the lead off lights do not gradually join the K taxiway. The
low speed K5 has lead off lights that do a 180 turn to the right and joins K eastbound.

As the CA exited the runway, our attention was on an Aircraft Y on Kilo that we were instructed to follow. The
CA “split the difference” between the two K5 taxiways, as the low speed taxiway would have been unsafe at



our taxi speed and the high speed K5 did not have an illuminated lead off path that would have properly
joined K in a typical manner. When | returned my scan to the taxi path of the aircraft, | recognized something
was wrong, and immediately thereafter saw two unlit signs in the taxi light of the aircraft and commanded
“stop”. The CA immediately stopped the aircraft, | pointed out the hazards, and the CA navigated us around
the non-taxi area without incident.

We never departed the approved taxi area (the non-taxi area was a paved surface), but we did come very
close to hitting multiple signs and other lights. After debriefing and doing a thorough post-flight walk around,
we decided out of an abundance of caution to inform the Chief Pilot and have PHL airfield ops and
maintenance inspect the taxiway exit area and the aircraft to be 100% sure we did not hit anything or depart
the taxiway.

SYNOPSIS

Air carrier First Officer reported that while exiting Runway 27R at PHL, taxiways K5 and K4 are confusing due
to poor lighting.



